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cofounders of Tree-People; Russell G. Wat-
son, Sr., owner of Robin Hill Farm Nursery; 
John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent; Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 
Mrs. James A. Baker, the Secretary’s de-

ceased mother; Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of Israel; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; and United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra. 

Statement by Deputy Press Secretary Popadiuk on the Death of 
Secretary of State James A. Baker’s Mother 
April 26, 1991 

The President called Secretary Baker this 
morning to express his condolences on the 
death of his mother. The President and 
Mrs. Bush share in the Secretary’s loss and 
are deeply saddened. The Secretary in-

formed the President of his plans to return 
immediately to Houston. The President 
said: ‘‘Barbara and I have known Mrs. Baker 
for many years. She was indeed one of 
God’s special people.’’ 

Remarks at the Points of Light Community Service Celebration 
April 26, 1991 

Please be seated. Thank you all. I don’t 
know how you begin to thank all these peo-
ple that have contributed to this very special 
day. Tony Danza, an old friend—I think 
he was as moved as I was by that reading 
we had just a minute ago. Randy Travis, 
so generous with his time and his creativity; 
Patti LuPone. I don’t know what to say 
about the Eagles there, but it’s just beau-
tiful. And Andrae and Saundra, and 
Larnelle, and the Ellington Singers, and of 
course, Peter Max. Just thank you so much 
for helping us honor this constellation of 
Points of Light across America, our commu-
nity service volunteers. A handful of them 
were here today, and we salute them. There 
are many, many more—thank God—like 
them all across our great country. 

I was very pleased to hear from sitting 
outside the Oval Office, our great Secretary 
of HUD, Jack Kemp—not only is he press-
ing, giving hope in the area of housing, 
but he is out helping with this whole con-
cept of Points of Light. Jack, thank you 
so much for being with us. 

I want to pay special thanks to the Points 
of Light Foundation which, with the help 
of the United Way and many other organi-

zations, has spent the past 12 days illu-
minating and celebrating community serv-
ice initiatives all across our great country. 

And special thanks to Jane Kenny, the 
Director of ACTION, and of course, to 
Governor George Romney and the National 
Center and local volunteer centers for all 
they’ve done to make this celebration of 
service such a success. 

I’m proud to see this crowd of people 
of all ages who display the power of commu-
nity service. This celebration honors you, 
those Randy Travis calls ‘‘the dedicated 
army of quiet volunteers,’’ the heroes and 
heroines who battle selflessly against drug 
abuse, homelessness, and hunger, and other 
plagues that ruin lives and shatter dreams. 

You lead a great movement that’s begun 
to race across this country. The Points of 
Light movement promises us renewed, 
strong America because it builds upon our 
natural yearnings to help one another. You 
already have been moved by the mighty 
spirit of voluntary service. Your labors have 
earned you something very special, some-
thing very precious: fulfillment. You do 
something good, you feel something real. 
Barbara and I proudly salute each and 
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